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CHAPTER I. 

THE SPRINGS OF COMFORT OPENED IN THE 

GOSPEL. 

You who have seen the dearest 
objects of your affection withered, 
and swept away by the blast of mor- 
tality, may be disposed to cherish a 
feeling of melancholy and mental 
depression under the painful stroke. 
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Permit me, then, to turn your atten- 
tion to the richest sources of consola- 
tion. That God who is the Fountain 
of life, the Father of spirits, the 
Author and Bestower of all blessings, 
has mercifully provided a sovereign 
balm to bind up and heal the broken 
heart ; "for he knoweth our frame ; 
he remembereth that we are dust." 
The same hand which entwined the 
ties that connect parents and children, 
is often put forth to burst them 
asunder. The fact is of frequent 
occurrence, and familiar to every 
observer. In such circumstances, 
grief is perfectly natural, and while 
restrained within due limits, cannot 
be Biufal ; but though we may mourn, 
we must not murmur and repine, or 
cast reproach and contempt on the 
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dispensations of Providence. The 
rank atheist and avowed infidel, as 
we conceive, can hardly look on the 
wide-wasting ravages of death without 
perturbation and horror. To him, 
the present world must seem a barren 
desert, and all beyond it a blank, a 
dreary void. Reason can no more 
instruct itself, because it knows by 
instruction, than the eye can give 
light to itself, because it sees by the 
light. This observation applies pecu- 
liarly to religious matters ; and you 
may safely infer from it, to use the 
words of Bishop Home, " that a man 
may as well take a view of things on 
earth in a dark night, by the light of 
his own eye, as pretend to discover 
the things of heaven in the night 
of nature, by the light of his own 
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reason." The religion of the Bible 
alone supplies antidotes and remedies 
adequate to the countless maladies and 
wants of man ; and those truths, the 
cordial belief of which prepares us to 
die with tranquillity, are best fitted 
to soothe and relieve the pangs of 
separation, when our children are 
snatched away from us. This will be 
readily admitted by every one ac- 
quainted with the records of history, 
and the events daily passing before 
his eyes. When the Shunamite be- 
held her only son after a short illness, 
expire on her knees, her maternal 
bosom was penetrated with anguish. 
She hastened to Mount Carmel, to 
make known her loss to the prophet. 
'* And it came to pass, when the man 
of God saw her afar off, that he said 
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to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder 
is that Shunammite : run now, I pray 
thee, to meet her, and say unto her, 
Is it well with thee ? is it well with 
thy husband ? is it well with the 
child ?" This last question, touching 
the quick of sensibility, must have 
deprived her of all self-control and 
utterance had there been no more 
than nature. But she calmly replied, 
" It is well." Religion, revealed re- 
ligion only can so temper sorrow with 
submission, as to produce such in- 
stances of magnanimity. 

Reader, do you lament a son or a 
daughter torn from your tender em- 
brace ? Are you ready to faint imder 
the smart of your wound, and the 
burden of your grief? Oh! have 
immediate recourse to the volume of 
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inspiration. There you will not £ul 
to find topics of the deepest interest, 
and themes of the highest moment ; 
topics and themes which, like ano- 
dynes and cordials of potent efficacy, 
are able to assuage your pain and 
revive, your spirit. There you will 
see the immortality of the soul, the 
final resurrection of the body, and 
the Aiture felicity of such as die in 
the Lord, revealed in the plainest 
and most positive terms. The poor 
heathen, who had nothing but the 
faint glimmerings of reason, and the 
fitM fiajshes of vivid imagination, 
blended with the confiicting opinions 
of the schools, were left in a state 
of painful suspense respecting the 
nature and permanent existence of 
the soul : as the language of Socrates 
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and Cicero plainly intimates, they 
rather wished, than dared to believe, 
that it might live and be happy in a 
future state. A Christian can have 
no perplexing doubt on this impor- 
tant point ; for '* Jesus Christ hath 
brought life and immortality to light, 
through the gospel. " All the clouds and 
shades which once enveloped this in- 
teresting subject are now completely 
chased away. The vast value and 
excellence of the soul, its existence 
in a separate and disembodied state, 
and its capacity of endless enjoyment, 
are demonstrated in almost every 
page of the New Testament. 

You look with intense interest on 
the remains of that dear babe reposing 
in the coffin, or you fondly call up its 
image when those remains rest in 
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the silent grave ; but are you so 
enamoured of the casket as to forget 
the precious jewel ? Does the frail 
tenement of clay so engross your 
thoughts as to render you unmindftd 
of the now emancipated and blessed 
inhabitant ? The spark of intelligence 
which animated your beloved child 
will continue to bum and shine when 
the natural sun is extinguished. 
The process or the means by which 
the latent powers of the young im- 
mortal are to be opened and expanded, 
elevated and improved, are beyond 
the reach of our knowledge, and no 
good will arise from vague conjec- 
tures ; but the Almighty God can 
effect these ends in a manner which 
infinitely exceeds our feeble con- 
ceptions. How slowly are our mental 
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capacities and moral sensibilities de- 
veloped in tiiis cold terrestrial clime ! 
How many checks and obstructions 
impede the exercise of our higher 
powers I We may, however, without 
rashness, presume that in the world 
of spirits every injurious bar, every 
chilling blast, every cause of distrac- 
tion or discouragement, will be en- 
tirely removed. There the immortal 
mind will unfold and exert its noble 
faculties with a freedom and ardour, 
with an alacrity and delight, unknown 
to the boldest and brightest genius 
on earth. 

But perhaps you still ruminate in 
sadness on the lovely form which you 
lately clasped and pressed to your 
bosom with transports of affection. 
The eyes which beamed exquisite 
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tenderness are closed in darkness ; 
the lips which, in your estimate, 
uttered some touching sentiment in 
almost every accent, are sealed in 
silence. Those gentle acts, those 
winning smiles, which once so em- 
phatically pleased, have left a strong 
and vivid impression ; and memory 
recalls past endearments, only to in- 
crease the poignancy of present grief. 
But turn your attention to the word 
of truth, and there learn that even 
the body will not always remain the 
prey of death. Christianity scatters 
the gloom of the sepulchre. Hear 
the soothing strain in which an in- 
spired apostle addresses the belierers 
at Thessalonica : " But I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that 
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ye sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of 
God : and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first : then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air : and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore com- 
fort one another with these words." 
Here a great mystery is unveiled to 



16 COMFORT OPENED 

US, which expands our contracted 
views to take in the glories of eter- 
nity ; here a grand doctrine is incul- 
cated, with an explicitness and force 
which leaves nothing to be added 
to it. How Aill of consolation to the 7 
bereaved Christian parent is this im- 
pressive passage from the pen of an 
apostle ! nothing like it is found in 
the golden verses of Fjrthagoras, or 
the boasted writings of Plato. But 
the humblest peasants of Britain 
possess a knowledge to which the 
sublimest sages of Greece were 
strangers. The benighted pagans 
might well weep with bitterness over 
the dust of their deceased relatives, 
for they could not look beyond the 
barriers of the tomb. All their ex- 
pectations, as well as the objects of 
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their attachment, were buried in the 
grave. In the word of the Lord 
above recited, death is not presented 
to the Christian in the grim array of 
terror. It does not so much as touch 
the soul; and with regard to the 
body, it is only a sleep. Far from 
dreading, we welcome this mild, 
mysterious restorer of weary nature. 
Have you never watched, with an eye 
of serene complacence and satisfac- 
tion, your tender babe, quietly re- 
posing on its pillow ? Have not the 
yearnings of affection prompted you 
on such an occasion to exclaim, Sweet 
cherub ! thou hast neither crimes nor 
cares, neither bitter regrets nor dark 
forebodings, to disturb thy rest ? Now, 
it is from this state of soft repose that 
the sacred writers draw an image to 

B 
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represent that event 'which terminatea 
the pains and conflicts of life. The 
infant, deprived of breath, and re- 
leased from suffering by its great 
Maker's mandate, sleeps undisturbed, 
and sleeps in Jesus. Oh ! precious, 
inestimable privilege ! far removed 
from the clamours and troubles of an 
evil world ! But this is not all ; the 
time is coming when it shall shake off 
its slumber, and awake to life and joy. 
It is sown in corruption, but shall be 
raised in incorruption ; it is sown in 
dishonour, but shall be raised in 
glory ; it is sown in weakness, but 
shall be raised in power ; it is sown 
a natural body, but shall be raised a 
spiritual body. 

" 'Tis but a night, a long and moonless night. 
We make the grave oar bed, and then are gone." 
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Those who die in the Lord, whether 
children, or believers in an adult 
state, are sure to possess a fulness of 
felicity, of which we can now form 
no adequate ideas. It is written, 
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love 
him." If these words are true, as 
applied to the mysteries of the king- 
dom of Christ here below, how ap- 
propriate, as well as true, when 
applied to the glories of his kingdom 
above ! It would be presumptuous to 
plunge into any loose and unhallowed 
speculations on such a theme : it is 
sufficient for the Christian to know 
from the testimony of Scripture, that 
the enjoyments of heaven are pure and 
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unalloyed, sublime and exalted, per- 
manent and enduring. The mansions 
of celestial bliss are impervious to 
all sin and sorrow. Nothing that 
defiles, degrades, molests, or alarms, 
can enter those bright abodes. 
*' O Lord, thou wilt show me the 
path of life : in thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy ; at thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore.'* 

That such as die in the years of 
childhood, before the faculties are so 
far opened as render them subjects 
of moral obligation, are admitted into 
the regions of immortal glory, is a 
point which few will venture to con- 
trovert. Some, indeed, are of opinion, 
that the children of pious parents 
only, who are in covenant relation 
with God, are thus honoured ; but 
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I think we have ground sufficient to 
warrant the conclusion, that all that 
die in infancy are happy. " Take 
heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones ; for I say unto you, That 
in heaven their angels do always be- 
hold the/ace of my Father which is in 
heaven. For the Son of man is come 
to save that which was lost. How 
think ye ? if a man have an hundred 
sheep, and one of them be gone 
astray, doth he not leave the ninety 
and nine, and goeth into the moun- 
tains, and seeketh that which is gone 
astray ? And if so be that he find it, 
verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more 
of that sheep, than of the ninety and 
nine which went not astray. Even 
so it is not the will of your Father 
which is in heaven, that one of these 
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little ones should perish," Matt.xviii. 
10—14. 

*' On this passage," says an able 
writer, "we might reason with greater 
confidence, and in fact with full con- 
viction, on the argument before us, 
were there not usually considered 
an ambiguity in the terms employed 
to designate its subjects. On the in- 
terpretation of the terms " little 
ones," which direct the application 
of the whole, conunentators differ; 
and probably from the fact of some 
popular and justly esteemed writers 
having adopted a figurative explica- 
tion of those words, the current of 
public opinion seems to have run in 
that direction. By what reasons these 
interpreters have been induced to re- 
ject the common application of this 
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phrase, and to understand it here of 
meek and lowly Christians, it does 
not appear ; except, that by appeal- 
ing in proof to the sixth verse, some 
discover that they consider this dis- 
course as a continuation, and con- 
clude none but those who with the 
spirit of children believe in Christ, 
can be intended. Others, however, 
of the best practical expositors, con- 
sider infants as at least included 
among the * little ones ' referred to 
by our Lord ; while others expound 
the passage of them alone. Eminent 
fathers, both in eastern and western 
churches, sanction the literal and 
ordinary acceptation of the terms, 
and the consequent application of the 
passage to infants. The terms in 
question are of frequent recurrence 
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in the sacred volume, and with the 
exception of two or thre% instances 
of doubtful import, are uniformly 
indicative of little children ; nor will 
the laws of sound interpretation 
warrant the adoption of a meta- 
phorical sense, unless some explana- 
tory clause, or the exigencies of the 
case, require that substitution. Of 
the little ones here contemplated, and 
against the contemptuous treatment 
of whom our Lord is guarding his 
disciples, several things are declared 
as arguments to enforce the ad- 
monition. 

" First, They are objects of angelic 
care. ' Take heed that ye despise 
not one of these little ones ; for I 
say unto you. That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of 
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my Father which is in heaven ;' that 
is, they are interested in that pecu- 
liar dispensation and arrangement of 
Providence, by which especial provi- 
sion is made for the welfare of persons 
peculiarly dear to God; the angels 
are theirs, who, partaking the highest 
felicity and glory of creatures, do not 
disdain to minister to them. Until, 
therefore, they forfeit by sin their 
present character, it seems that they 
are interested in that system of pater- 
nal administration, which is exercised 
in the course of Divine Providence 
towards believers in Christ. 

" Secondly, They are compre- 
hended in the general design of the 
Saviour's advent. ' For the Son of 
man is come to save that which was 
lost,' etc. Thus our Lord represents 
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these little ones as, without his in- 
terference, inevitably alienated from 
God and happiness ; and suggests, 
that though, speaking generally, they 
are not yet in fact restored, still they 
are comprehended in his saving 
designs, and that to gather them 
home to security and felicity will be 
the delight of his heart. Thus then 
it would seem, little ones are objects 
of redeeming goodness, regarded in 
the design of redemption, considered 
as a provision for the salvation of 
men, which as we shall hereafter have 
occasion to remark, amply compen- 
sates for the evils incurred by the 
original apostasy. 

" Thirdly, The Divine pleasure 
concerns itself in their salvation. 
' Even so it is not the will of your 
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Father which is in heaven, that one 
of these little ones should perish.' 
This argument may import, that if 
any of these little ones perish, their 
destruction will not proceed from 
any sovereign will of God, but from 
their own criminahty, according to 
many similar expressions with respect 
to mankind in general ; and thus 
understood, it vouches for their safety, 
in case of death antecedent to per- 
sonal transgression. Or it refers to 
the preceptive will of God, and 
urges, on the ground of obedience 
to him, the use of all means con- 
ducive to their salvation, in case life 
be continued to them ; and thus, in 
accordance with the preceding in- 
stance, commends them to the espe- 
cial care of the apostles, and of 
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succeeding ministers, or of Christians 
in general." 

After all, some individual, of a 
captious and querulous turn, may 
exclaim, How much better if we had 
an explicit and unequivocal testimony 
in Scripture, to assure us that such as 
depart this life in infancy are par- 
takers of life eternal ! It is not for 
us to dictate in what measure or what 
manner the will of God should be 
disclosed to us ; or presume to deter- 
mine, whether it is better to reach a 
certain conclusion by a single step, 
or by a succession of steps, which 
fairly lead to it. Under the patri- 
archal and Mosaic economy, we do 
not find a single explicit testimony 
for the immortality of the soul, and 
the final resurrection of the body; 
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yet we have intimations from which 
these grand doctrines might be easily 
inferred, and which we know were 
designed as a basis to support such 
inferences. The Sadducees, who were 
a kind of Epicurean sophists, infidels 
under a thin disguise of Jewish rites 
and rabbinical subtleties, denied the 
reality of a future state, and the ex- 
istence of angels and spirits. Our 
Lord first rebuked their ignorance 
and carnality, and then refuted their 
false principles, by appealing to an 
authority which they acknowledged, 
but did not consider and understand : 
" Ye do err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God. For 
in the resurrection, they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage, but 
are as the angels of Grod in heaven. 
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But as touching the resurrection of 
the dead, have ye not read that 
which was spoken unto you by God, 
sa3dng, I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob ? God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living."* " It is not 
the will of your Father which is in 



• Those who wish to enter more ftilly into the 
discussion of this subject may read " Grounds of 
Hope for the Salvation of all dying in Infancy :" an 
Essay by the late Dr. Harris. The reader will also 
find much useful matter in a volume of Fimeral 
Sermons, containing Consolations on the Death of 
Friends, by William Harris, D.D. who wrote in the 
beginning of the last century. But the researches 
and investigations of the ablest men cannot dissi- 
pate all obscurity. We must make the best of the 
light we have, and be thankful that we have so 
much, rather than complain that we possess no 
more. Most Christians entertain a fond hope, that 
they shall recognise each other in a ftiture state, and 
this opinion is highly probable, though the testi- 
monies of Scripture are not so clear as to banish 
every scruple. 
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heaven, that one of these little ones 
should perish." This is the language 
of the compassionate Saviour, empha- 
tieallj referring us to the great and 
universal Parent, whose tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. Indeed, 
when Jesus sojourned on earth, his 
attention to this interesting class of 
human beings was very remarkable. 
He was much displeased with the 
austerity of his disciples, and said, 
" Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not : 
for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Verily T say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein. And he took them up in his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and 
blessed them." Oh ! the matchless 
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condescension and kindness of Im-. 
manuel; yes, at that hour he was 
seen to be full of grace and truth, 
when he welcomed, and received, 
and blessed those infants, which his 
disciples wished to be kept back and 
held aloof. 

If we believe, as I think we safely 
may, that all who die in infancy die 
in the Lord, and are happy with him 
for ever, we shall learn to contem- 
plate their speedy departure hence 
with other emotions than those which 
are apt to rise in the humane ob- 
server, who carries not his thoughts 
beyond the facts before him. It has 
been calculated that nearly half the 
number of mankind are cut off in 
childhood, and many of them endure 
lingering pains, and sometimes strong 
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convulsive agonies in the animal 
frame, ere they sink to rest. The 
spectacle is appalling, and harrowis 
up the soul. But those who never 
actually sinned, yet for a time suffer 
as the consequence of their con- 
nexion with the first Adam, shall 
reign and triumph in glory everlast- 
ing, through the merits and grace of 
the Second Adam, the Prince of life. 
Delightful thought! that so large a 
proportion of the great human family 
should be raised from a world full of 
danger and temptation, to swell the 
ranks of the blessed, *' where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest." But the doc- 
trine of Christianity on this subject, 
is specially replete with consolation 
to bereaved parents ; nor, are any 

c 
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• 

elaborate efforts, any long trains of 
abstract reasoning, necessary, to ren- 
der it intelligible. The light of 
Divine truth, where prejudice inter- 
cepts not, with a mild and softened 
radiance, scatters our misgivings and 
fears. We need only look to Christ 
with a steady eye, and contemplate 
the excellency of his character, the 
veracity of his word, and the un- 
searchable riches of his grace and 
mercy, to find a tranquillity which 
is above all price. 

But you who have recently parted 
with the tender pledges of conjugal af- 
fection, may studiously seek retirement 
and seclusion, to cherish your sad and 
pensive musings. While midnight 
draws her sable curtain round, you re- 
pel the approaches of sleep to ruminate 
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on the pleasing scenes and incidents 
which are now passed away. Then 
your thoughts revert to the cold and 
darksome grave, and hover about 
the breathless dust once so dear. 
Suppose, in the hour of solitude, 
that an angel were sent to visit you, 
and that you heard him distinctly 
asking you this question, " Why seek 
ye the living among the dead V* and 
suppose this heaven-sent messenger 
should assure you, that your offspring, 
now numbered with the emancipated 
spirits of the righteous, is reposing 
in the bosom of Jesus, and singing 
high praises in the inmiediate pre- '' 
sence of God ; — suppose, I say, that 
you had such a communication, at- 
tended with evidences which could 
leave no room to doubt of its reality 
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and truth? Oh, you say, then I 
should he satisfied, fully satisfied! It 
would he impious to repine, and un- 
gratefiil to complain ; it would he 
wrong to shed another tear, to heave 
another sigh. I should think that 
departed object of affection safer in 
the hosom of Jesus than my own; 
happier on the heavenly plains, than 
in any possihle condition here helow. 
I am no atheist or sceptic, hut a firm 
believer in that holy religion which 
the Bible brings. Is it so? Well, 
then, let the testimony of the Divine 
Spirit be only embraced with cor- 
diality : "I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord." Though you have had no 
angelic visitant, though you have 
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heard no voice from heaven, yet the 
truth here announced stands on re- 
cord in a book which bears the legible , 
signature of inspiration. The be- 
loved disciple of Christ, doomed to 
exile in the rocky caves of Patmos 
for the cause of his great Master, is 
the organ through which the Divine 
voice speaks this comfort to you. 
Think, I exhort you, and think 
closely and frequently, on the pecu- 
liar blessedness imparted to those 
who die in the Lord. It is an entire 
exemption from all the evils to which 
we are now subject, and a positive 
enjoyment of all the felicity which 
is adapted to the nature of an intel- 
ligent and immortal spirit. 

The subjects of the Redeemer's 
grace 2tre by death emancipated from 
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sorrow and sin, from care and toil 
and danger. The king of terrors 
is transformed into a messenger of 
peace. What a contrast is there be- 
tween this land, where we sojourn 
amidst painful vicissitudes, and the 
heavenly inheritance! Here we hold 
our existence by the help of time ; 
we snatch our very pleasures .like 
gleams of sunshine, or sudden catches 
of light, between clouds upon a 
gloomy landscape. There, far from 
the empire of death and change, our 
happy kindred are perfectly safe, 
and surrounded with fairer scenes. 
Infants, indeed, had scarcely begun to 
feel the stormy billows of life, ere 
the voyage was finished. No furious 
blasts, no insidious rocks and shoals, 
shall endanger them, for they are 
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quietly moored in the secure haven ; 
or to change the figure, they hare 
left behind the wilderness of woe, 
and taken possession of the fair land 
of promise. The felicity of the 
blessed above is in Scripture often 
called a state of " rest.*' The temp- 
tations and conflicts which agitate 
the inhabitants of this rebellious pro- 
vince, this fallen, degenerate world, 
are to them unknown. They have 
entered into the rest prepared for the 
people of God. Thrice happy change I 
how they exult in the safety, the 
freedom, and the peace of their pre- 
sent favoured lot ! How they look 
back with grateftd emotions on the 
difficulties and snares, and grie& and 
perils, which they have escaped. No 
more shall they know hunger or 
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thirst, pain or weakness, sickness or 
sorrow, fainting or fear. Never shall 
they taste the baneful fruits of sin ; 
never see the wasteful desolations 
which it makes ; never hear the din 
and discord of strife and contention ; 
never, never feel the foul stain and 
poisonous sting of the old serpent. 
And can jou, whose son or daughter 
has been recently called hence, lament 
the change which has been effected ? 
Why, would you rather have your 
child tossed on the waves of trouble^ 
than be safe in the harbour of peace ? 
Do you really prefer the waste- 
howling desert to the celestial para* 
dise? Is a dark prison hold better 
than a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens? No, no; 
when faith rises to vigorous exercise. 
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and unveils, with distinctness and 
prominence, the realities of a brighter 
world, you will no longer weep, but 
rejoice. And it should give you great 
and unfeigned pleasure to reflect, that 
your tender and beloved offspring is 
far, very far removed from all the 
physical and moral evils with which 
you are daily and hourly beset. 

But think also of the positive 
enjoyment of those who inherit the 
heavenly kingdom. The happiness 
of spirits, separated from the bodies 
to which they were once united, is a 
subject, as all must admit, attended 
with difficulties. We know rather 
what it is not, than what it is. Con- 
trasting our present with our future 
condition, the apostle says " Now we 
see through a glass, darkly ; but then 
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face to face; now I know in part ; but 
then shall I know even also as I am 
known." While surrounded with the 
imperfections of mortality, we can 
only gain a few ideas of the heavenly 
world from the analogies furnished 
by the sacred writers ; yet even 
these transient glimpses of celestial 
blessedness may serve to warm and 
animate the heart of the believer. 
In our Father's house above, the 
spirits of just men made perfect are 
as the angels of God ; all their 
faculties are enlarged, all their affec- 
tions refined. They behold the glory 
of the Redeemer, and are trans- 
formed into his moral likeness by the 
beatific vision. Every accession of 
knowledge will be an accession of 
joy ; every exercise of love and grati- 
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tude towards the Supreme Being, 
will kindle a seraphic glow of trans- 
port and delight. Nor will there 
be any need of those variations and 
changes which are now required. 
The glory of heaven will never fade, 
nor lose any of its attractive power. 
" Hence," observes the venerable 
Howe, "no weariness ensues. What ! 
a soul, in which the love of God is 
perfected, grow weary of beholding 
him! The sun will sooner grow 
weary of shining, the touched needle 
of turning itself to its wonted point ; 
every thing will sooner grow weary 
of its centre, and the most funda- 
mental laws of nature be sooner 
antiquated and made void for ever." 

Bereaved parents ! meditate on the 
kingdom of Christ. It lies partly 
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in the nether, and partly in the upper 
world. Within this visihle diurnal 
sphere a few of his subjects are waging 
war with the powers of corruption, 
and the principalities of darkness ; 
but by far the largest and the 
brightest portion of his kingdom is 
situated beyond the dark valley and 
the cold stream of mortality. Carry 
your thoughts to those pure and ever 
blooming regions, where millions of 
souls, redeemed from the thraldom 
of sin and death, are feeding upon 
the hidden and heavenly manna, and 
are drinking of the water of life, 
which flows clear as crystal from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. Is 
this the exalted and blissful abode to 
which your children are advanced? 
Are such signal happiness and honour 
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bestowed upon them ? Then surely, 
instead of sorrowing, you ought to 
rejoice. 



CHAPTER II. 

SPECIAL MOTIVES TO RESIGNATION UNDER 
BEREAVEMENT. 

Every loss we sustain is greatly 
aggravated, when the feelings are so 
excited as to break forth in ebullitions 
of violence, or settle into habitual fret- 
fulness. Jonah was exceedingly glad 
of the gourd which adorned his bower, 
and refreshed him with its shade ; but, 
like most creature-comforts, it was 
of short continuance. For " God 
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prepared a worm when the morning 
rose the next day, and it smote the 
gourd, that it withered." How grieved 
and disappointed, how desolate and 
desponding, was now the prophet! 
What bursts of impatience issued from 
his lips ! What tempests of resent- 
ment and anxiety darkened and shook 
his soul ! " And God said to Jonah, 
Doest thou well to be angry for the 
gourd ? And he said, I do well to 
be angry, even unto death." We 
have here a most affecting view of 
human weakness and depravity. A 
man of understanding, endowed with 
various gifts, and employed in a holy 
calling, centring all his fond hopes 
and desires in a little plant. The 
gourd perishes in a night, and the 
prophet is inconsolable. Nay, he 
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vents his petulance against Grod, and 
determines to keep alive the indignant 
feelings which, like smoaldering secret 
fires, are consuming his own soul. 
Nineveh might have perished unre- 
gretted had his favourite flower re- 
mained safe, but now he has nothing 
left worth a thought, and only wishes 
to die. This instance shows that good 
men themselves, and those who are 
engaged in high and holy offices, are 
liable to be elated with pride, and 
carried away by the vehement gusts 
of passion. And when any external 
privation robs us of equanimity, the 
latter involves a loss which cannot be 
accurately calculated. The precept 
addressed by Christ to his disciples, 
on the approach of the days of tribu- 
lation which he had foretold, is still of 
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the highest value in every sharp trials 
" In your patience possess ye your 
souls/* A calm, patient spirit under 
all our losses and all our troubles, is 
the spirit which best befits and adorns 
the Christian. It was a father mourn- 
ing the death of his son who said, 

" When I can trust my all with God, 
In trial's fearAil hour; 
Bow all resigned beneath his rod, 

And bless his sparing power; 
A joy springs up amid distress, 
A fountain in the wilderness. 

^* O blessed be the hand that gave, 

Still blessed when it takes : 
Blessed be he who smites to save, 

Who heals the heart he breaks : 
Perfect and true are all his ways. 
Whom heaven adores and death obeys.** 

Let me now entreat you who are 
suffering by the stroke of bereavement^ 
to weigh the various motives which 

]> 
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you have to resignation. The at- 
tributes and perfections of God, ex- 
erted and displayed in the movements 
of his providence, should calm the 
troubled thoughts of the' mind, and 
soothe the irritated feelings of the 
heart. Painful and distressing events 
do not come, as some foolishly ima- 
gine, from the loosely shaken urn of 
chance, or the iron hand of blind, 
irrevocable fate. The mighty Maker 
of the world is its wise, just, merciful, 
and unchangeable Governor. There 
is nothing above, beneath, beyond his 
knowledge and control. " He doeth 
according to liis wiU in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth : and none can stay his hand, 
or," without awftd presumption, ** say 
unto him. What doest thou ?*' 
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Can you question the wisdom of 
the Divine dispensations ? Alas I how 
small a part of them you can now see ; 
and how dim and defective your view 
of that little, limited portion which 
comes under your notice ! The ma- 
chinery of Providence is too vast and 
various, too complex and intricate, 
to be comprehended by a creature 
of yesterday, whose dwelling is an 
obscure cavern of dust. The counsels 
of Jehovah, as far as they are really 
understood, fill us with wonder and 
joy ; and where we cannot perceive 
their bearings, or their exact har- 
mony, it is our obvious duty to bow 
in submission, and silently adore. A 
profound humility and reverence will 
prompt us to exclaim, ** Oh the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and 
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knowledge of God ! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out!" 

Can you dispute the equity and 
rectitude of the Divine dispensations ? 
The dealings of men with each other 
are, indeed, often false and treache- 
rous, cruel and oppressive. " But 
shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?*' To entertain a thought to 
the contrary, is foul treason against 
the eternal Majesty of the universe. 
" He is the Rock, his work is perfect : 
a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and right is he." Can you doubt 
the benignity and goodness of the 
Divine dispensations ? It were easy 
to summon ten thousand witnesses to 
bear full and decisive testimony on 
this point. Experience tells that God 



RESIGNATION. 53 

is daily loading us with benefits. 
The mercies of his hand are more 
numerous than the moments of our 
time. The copious stream of his 
bounty has attended us through every 
stage of the eventful journey of life, 
without being once diverted, once 
withdrawn, from its course. But it 
is possible you may forget, or you 
may overlook, the goodness of God, 
when the objects of your desire and 
affection are taken from you. In such 
circumstances remember, " That he 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men." Some good 
purpose is to be accomplished by 
events from which nature is apt to 
shrink and recoil ; and it is only the 
exercise of Christian principle and 
patience which will enable us to 
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imitate that devout woman, who, 
hearing that her last son had expired, 
said, " I see that God is resolved to 
have my whole heart, and he shall 
have it." Now, consider the per- 
fections of God, as they shine in his 
visible dispensations, and his visible 
dispensations as they are illustrated 
by Holy Writ, and you will find 
solid reasons for meek acquiescence. 
When we behold others suffer, we 
can promptly prescribe for them, 
and vindicate the ways of God in 
cases where they are seemingly 
severe ; it is only when the hand of 
the Lord touches us that we suspect 
his goodness, or impeach his justice. 
In the clamorous mutiny of the 
passions, the calm dictates of judg- 
ment are unheard or unheeded. 
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Nay, a strange darkness sometimes 
also clouds and bevdlders the un- 
derstanding. *^ But what a clue has 
revelation furnished to the intricate 
labyrinth which seems to involve the 
conduct which we impiously question ! 
It unrolls the volume of Divine Pro- 
vidence, lays open the mysterious 
map of infinite wisdom, throws a 
bright light on the darkest dispen- 
sations, vindicates the inequality of 
appearances, and points to that 
blessed region where, to all who 
have truly loved and served God, 
every apparent wrong shall be proved 
to have been imimpeachably right) 
every affliction a mercy, and the 
severest trials the choicest bless- 
ings.*'* " The Lord reigneth," saith 

• Mrs. More's Practical Piety. 
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the psalmist ; ''let the earth rejoice ; 
let the multitude of the isles be glad 
thereof." 

Were the world left to contingency 
and absolute confusion, your mind 
might well sink in sorrow and anguish ; 
but there is a Power presiding over 
all creatures and all events, who can 
make even the wrath of man to 
praise him, and the remainder there- 
of he will restrain. Adversity and 
trouble are a necessary part of the 
lot appointed to mortals, by a wisdom 
which can never err, and a goodness 
which can never Ml, Both the pre- 
cepts and the promises of the Bible 
teach us this important truth* '' My 
son, despise not the chastening of 
the Lord; neither be weary of his 
correction : for whom the Lord loveth 
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he correcteth; even as a father the 
son in whom he delighteth.** 

Motives to resignation may be 
drawn from the spirit and conduct 
of good men placed in similar cir- 
cumstances of trial. 

We are all more influenced by 
examples than precepts: hence the 
propriety of having those characters 
constantly presented to view» in 
which both the active and passive 
virtues have shone with distinguished 
lustre. Some of God's sincere ser- 
vants have lost their children under 
awMly affecting circumstances, and 
yet have meekly bowed to the stroke 
of the Divine hand. The only brother 
of Moses, who filled a sacred office 
of high honour, beheld two of his 
sons, for their daring presumption, 
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suddenly cut off in the maturity of 
life. " Nadab and Abihu offered 
strange fire before the Lord, which 
he commanded them not. And there 
went out fire from the Lord, and 
devoured them, and they died before 
the Lord. Then Moses said unto 
Aaron, This is it that the Lord spake, 
saying, I will be sanctified in them 
that come nigh me, aad before all 
the people I will be glorified. And 
Aaron held his peace." A more 
severe and wounding stroke of cala- 
mity, a more heavy and over- 
whelming judgment, can scarcely be 
conceived ; yet the humbled parent 
was silent and submissive under it. 
No loud frantic cries, no bitter com- 
plaints, no fretful murmurs fell from 
his lips. Doubtless his heart was 
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pierced with the keenest pangs, but 
he owned and adored the justice of a 
holy and righteous Grod. 

We have another similar instance 
of resignation in good old Eli. When 
a dreadful message from God an- 
nounced to him that his two wicked 
sonSy Hophni and Fhinehas, should 
die in one day, and that all his 
household should be cut down in 
the flower of their age, he said, " It 
is the Lord : let him do what seem- 
eth him good." Who am I that 
I should presume to reply against 
God ? Jehovah, the sovereign Ruler 
of the universe, can do nothing wrong. 
Whatever appears good to his all- 
comprehensive view must be event- 
ually good for me. I will not rebel, 
I dare not repine ; but desire to be 
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as yielding clay in the hand of the 
potter. How does such a spirit 
blunt the edge and break the force 
of calamity ! How do4s it soothe the 
anguish and soften the acrimony of 
grief! Such a temper takes away 
more than half the weight of our 
affliction, and teaches us the happy 
art of profiting by our losses. When 
the venerable patriarch Job was 
stripped of his property, and all his 
children were crushed to death with- 
out a moment^s warning, ** He rent 
his mantle, and shaved his head, 
and fell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped, and said. Naked came I 
out of my mother's womb, and naked 
shall I return thither: the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. 
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In all this Job sinned not, nor 
charged God foolishly." 

The cases just stated were all 
singularly painful and trying. Com- 
pare your own with them, and you 
will see many circumstances of allevi- 
ation which you had, perhaps, nearly 
overlooked. Though deprived of 
one child, it may be that others are 
still left like olive-plants blooming 
around your table. They might 
have been all blasted and destroyed 
in an instant, like the family of Job. 
Nor was, I will presume, the indi- 
vidual whose death you deplore cut 
off in the indulgence of base lusts 
and passions, in the perpetration of 
horrid and revolting crime. The 
resignation of Aaron, of Eli, and of 
Job, under the peculiarly affecting 



62 MOTIVES TO 

losses they were called to sustain, 
evinced in a very striking manner 
the power of true religion. They 
were the sincere servants of Jehovah, 
the God of the spirits of all flesh ; 
they knew his will, they owned his 
sovereign power, they revered his 
wisdom, they adored his justice, they 
trusted his goodness. The most 
celebrated characters among the 
heathen displayed nothing like the 
calm .magnanimity of these ancient 
worthies ; nor is it surprising, for 
they had no such resources to alle- 
viate their grief, and fortify feeble 
nature imder the storms of adversity. 
Octavia, the sister of the emperor 
Augustus, was said to be greatly 
distinguished for her virtues and 
accomplishments. Ilie untimely 
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death of her son Marcellus, threw 
her into a state of depression and 
despair, from which «he never re- 
covered. The anecdote recorded by 
Servius of the effect upon her, of 
Virgil's beautiful lines in comme- 
moration of that lamented youth, is 
highly characteristic of a mother's 
feelings. When the poet, reciting 
them in her presence, came to the 
name of Marcellus, so artfully sup* 
plied to make the close and cHmax 
of the passage, Octavia fainted away. 
On her recovery, she gave a most 
munificent recompense to him who 
had consecrated to her sorrows so 
noble an effort of his genius. She 
survived the loss twelve years, the 
whole of which she spent in mourn- 
ing, receiving no consolation from 
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her other children, though nobly 
allied, and the mothers of flourishing 
famiheSy but remained plunged in 
darkness and solitude. Though 
Seneca says, this immoderate grief 
was the only blemish in her cha- 
racter, we may add, it was a blemish 
of dark grain, and one which, in 
manner, obliterated every virtue. 
Had she possessed the solace and 
support of true religion, her ex- 
quisite sensibility would have been 
tempered with patience, and turned 
into the course of active duty. 

The far-famed Cicero lost all self- 
command and spirit when his &-» 
vourite daughter, Tullia, was torn 
from him by the hand of death. In 
vain did his literary acquaintance and 
intimate friends labour to assuage 
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his anguish ; in vain did they refer 
him to that philosophy which he had 
himself so often recommended as 
the best guide and comforter of man. 
He gave himself up to the violence 
of sorrow ; and was so infatuated, as 
to form the project of erecting a 
temple to Tullia, and worshipping 
her as a goddess. 

As a contrast to the instances 
here given, I shall adduce some ex- 
amples from a better school. How 
unreasonable and extravagant does 
the conduct of Octavia appear, 
compared with that of Viscountess 
Falkland, when placed in like circum- 
stances ! This Christian lady lost a 
son in the blooming spring of life, 
who was just beginning to manifest 
the most brilliant talents and amiable 
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dispositions. She keenly felt the 
rending stroke, and yet kissed the 
rod in the- hand of her heavenly 
Father. After mourning during the 
day, and by night watering her 
couch with tears, she would check 
herself, and say, ** Ah ! this im- 
moderate sorrow must be repented 
of, these tears wept over again.'* 
This lively sensibility of conscience, 
this fear of displeasing God, allayed 
the violence of grief. She betook 
herself to the Bible and the throne 
of grace; she conferred with the 
worthy pastor under whose ministry 
she received religious instructions ; 
she listened to the kind counsels of 
faithful friends ; and, like Hannali, 
exchanged gloom and perturbation 
for cheerfulness and serenity. It is 
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true, the fits of maternal agony re- 
turned again and again, but the same 
medicinal balm» the same Divine 
consolation, healed and soothed her 
woimded spirit. She resolved, too, 
that her precious time should not 
be wasted in useless regret; hence, 
she turned her attention to domestic 
duties, and to all the various plans 
and pursuits of active benevolence. 
Thus she became a more illustrious 
pattern of temperance and self- 
denial, of love to God, and kindness 
to men.* 

Evelyn, our countryman, so dis- 
tinguished by literary attainments, 
useful virtues, and engaging man- 
ners, lost a son at the age of five 
years and two months, who was 

« 

* Memoirs of Eminently Pious Women. 
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regarded as a prodigy of genius, know- 
ledge, and piety. How far superior 
to Cicero was tliis bereaved parent 
in the hour of sharp trial! The 
tenderness of his feelings was blended 
and chastened with a reverential sub- 
mission to the will of God. Nor was 
his case singular, for Christianity 
produces this spirit of yielding ac- 
quiescence wherever it touches and 
transforms the heart. The Rev. R. 
Balfour thus speaks on the death 
of a beloved son, cut off like an early 
bud as its beauties began to unfold : 
** I now desire to bless God for such 
a son — for permitting his parents to 
enjoy him for eight years — for 
making him so meet for the inherit- 
ance of the saints in light, and for 
enabling him to give such powerful 



RESIGNATION. 69 

testimony in a dying hour to the 
glorious efficacy of Divine grace.. 
We desire to bow submissively to 
the stroke of his hand, while we 
present the public offering of praise 
for his wonderful mercy in the solemn 
crisis of a painful separation; and 
look to the day which shall unfold 
the mysteries of time, and display 
the glories of a happy eternity. We 
have resigned to the supreme Lord 
of life and death our lovely child, in 
the hope of seeing him again in the 
lovelier form of a glorified resem- 
blance to the Son of Crod. Now his 
body moulders in the dust, but his 
spirit, we hope, is in perfect life 
before God." 

Philosophy, notwithstanding all 
her fair promises and lofty pre- 



70 MOTIVES TO 

tensions, could fiimish the sages of 
antiquity with very poor resources 
amidst the ravages of mortality. 
They saw themselves environed with 
doubt and perplexity, and had no 
clear opening vista into a brighter 
world ; they felt themselves op- 
pressed, and could find no hand 
interposed to sustain them. The re« 
ligion of Jesus dispels the gloom of 
the grave, and teaches us to rest on 
the truth and power of God. Here 
are reasons amply sufficient to pro- 
mote uncomplaining patience and 
resignation. 

Mrs. Walker lost her first-born 
son, whom she had devoted to the 
Lord, and says, ** I could not have 
believed we could have parted with 
our darling, our beloved child, so 
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easily, but we knew who it was that 
called him from us, and whither 
he was gone. God has thus an- 
swered all our prayers and expecta- 
tions to my satisfaction, silencing my 
unbelief: praise be to his name ! 
When I adopted the words of Han- 
nah, I did not mean bringing him 
thus to the Lord, but I can now 
V rejoice at having been taken at my 
word : he appears before him now, 
and there abides for ever. I have 
often sought the sanctified use of this 
child's death, and I hope my prayers 
are in some measure answered. 

"1. I have learned not to draw 
hasty conclusions of what the Lord 
may intend in temporal affairs, 
though he gives us liberty to ask 
him concerning them. Nearness to 
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him is the answer to prayer in all 
cases ; and views of his condescension 
and power, experienced and realized 
by faith, form genuine, solid, and 
comfortable communion with God. 
He will not move in the channels we 
prescribe, and sometimes call im- 
pressions from the word ; his ways 
are wrapt up in mystery, wisdom, 
and love, and cannot be traced by 
any of our lines. 

^'2. I have learned to sit lighter 
to outward comforts, to the lives of 
any, especially of my other children, 
whom I see to be only loans, stars 
that twinkle and then disappear : and 
that as I am hastening to eternity, I 
should not spend my little time in 
mourning and looking back, but 
rather be up and doing, praising 
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the Lord, who condescends to take 
as well as give." 

Where Christian principles are thus 
felt, they will enable us to gain good 
from the sharpest afflictions. Who 
will not own that many use^ lessons 
are to be learned in the school of 
adversity ? 



CHAPTER III. 

GENERAL ADMONITIONS AND ADVICES. , 

" It is better," said a wise king, 
'* to go to the house of mourning, than 
to go to the house of feasting : for that 
is the end of all men ; and the living 
will lay it to his heart." But so weak, 
and frail, and fallible is man, that 
dangers and temptations are to be 
apprehended by him in every situa- 
tion ; the house of mourning itself is 
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not free from them. To you parents 
who have followed your children to 
the grave, I would say, Suffer the 
word of exhortation to be addressed 
to you. 

Is any one ready to reply, — I have 
sustained the heaviest and severest 
loss, and am scarcely in a state of mind 
capable of attending to the best 
counsel. I live in an inverted order. 
Those who ought ** to have succeeded 
me, are gone before me ; those who 
should have been to me as posterity, 
are in the place of ancestors. The 
storm has gone over me, and I lie 
like one of those oaks which the hur- 
ricane has scattered about me. I am 
strif^d of all my honours ; I am 
torn up by the roots, and lie pro- 
strate on the . earth. . There, and 
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prostrate there, I unfeignedly re-: 
cognise the Divine justice, and, in 
some degree, submit to it."* To 
me the world has lost all its at- 
tractions, and life itself, has become 
a burden. I can participate in none 
of the pleasures which others enjoy. 
I have no desire to quit my house of 
mourning, but prefer it, that I may 
continually lay to heart the awful 
event with which I have been visited. 

Do not, however, misinterpret and 
pervert the wise man's words. Let 
me affectionately and faithftdly ad- 
monish you of dangers, concerning 
which you probably entertain no just 
apprehension. 

1. Beware of seeking solitude 
merely to cherish melancholy musings 

* Edmund Burke. 
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dn those dear departed objects which 
the hand of Grod has removed. I am 
fkr from wishing to discourage retire- 
ment at proper seasons ; it is an 
escape from the urgent and weari- 
some importunities of many tempta- 
tions ; it is a salutary sedative to the 
mind, which has been agitated by the 
noise, and bustle, and tumult of the 
world. You know who hath com- 
manded us to enter into the closet, 
and pour out the soul there to the 
great Father of spirits. And when, 
in silence and in secrecy, we can 
freely commune with our own hearts, 
and commune with our God, we are 
never less alone than when alone. It 
is admission into the pavilion of the 
King of glory, the special privilege 
of good men. There they meditate 
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with serenity, and pray with fervour 
and confidence ; there they kindle 
into gratitude,, and abound in praise ; 
there they find their own element, 
and breathe an atmosphere of purity 
and peace. 

But it is no uncommon case for 
bereaved parents to choose solitude, 
rather to think of a departed creature, 
than of the great Creator — more to 
murmur, than to pray. And do you 
call to mind all the little endearments 
of the child which has been taken 
from your arms, and transferred to 
the arms of Jesus ? Do you fondly 
and tenaciously dwell on every inci- 
dent, and act, and expression, which 
once yielded you pleasure, but now 
cuts the heart with pain ? Do you 
task memory and fancy to realize the 
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lovely form and features of your 
child, that you may gaze, and admire, 
and weep ? Take care that you do 
not worship the image you are setting 
up, and painting in such vivid colours, 
God will not bear a rival ; and we 
know that he is jealous of every 
thing wliich robs him of his glory* 
There is a secret mental idolatry as 
offensive to him as the visible bowing 
of the knee in a pagan temple. 

But, you exclaim, can it be wrong 
to cherish the remembrance of so 
much beauty, and innocence, and 
worth? Can it be sinful to pay a 
tender and deserved tribute of affec- 
tion? Sweet babe! Thy soft en- 
gaging smiles shall no more please a 
fether's eye! Thy gentle lisping 
accents shall no more thrill with 



80 ADMONITIONS 

delight a mother's heart ! Thou wast 
cropped like some exquisite flower, 
when its matchless charms were not 
yet half disclosed, nor its grateful 
odours yet half diffused ! 

But while you remember your 
child, forget not Him who committed 
it for a short season to your charge, 
and has resumed the precious trea- 
sure. While you pay a tribute of 
affection to the dead, withhold not 
the reasonable and conmianded tri- 
bute of reverence and resignation due 
to the living Grod. And recollect 
that your exquisite flower is not 
destroyed, but only removed to a 
better soil and milder clime. And 
surely the owner of the garden may 
transplant his choicest productions 
when and in what manner he sees flt. 
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2: Beware of indulging that grief 
which has a direct tendency to op- 
press and impair the powers both of 
the body and the soul. I have before 
intimated, that sorrow on such occa- 
sions, while kept within certain limits, 
is allowable and proper. It is neither 
contrary to reason, nor condemned 
by Scripture, We attach more blame 
to its absence, than to its excess ; for 
to be parted from those who are flesh 
of our flesh, and bone of our bone, 
without a pang, betrays a want of 
natural affection; and every one 
knows that this want degrades man 
below the very level of the brutes. 
But when sorrow, passing the bounds 
of moderation, either bursts into 
paroxysms and fits of violence, or 
settles into silent and engrossing 
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melancholy, it becomes sinful and 
injurious. In the former mode, there 
are but few who suffer any perma- 
nently ill consequences ; in the lat- 
ter, many waste away, and are the 
victims of a sort of slow, deliberate 
suicide. Henry II., a most indulgent 
parent, was overwhelmed with dis- 
tress by the rebellion and death of 
his eldest son, whose last hours were 
filled with keen remorse and bitter 
penitence. Afterwards, when the 
king found that his favourite son 
John had joined the ranks of his 
enemies, he pronounced an awiul 
malediction upon his unnatural chil- 
dren, which he could never be per- 
suaded to revoke ; he cursed the day 
of their birth ; and by the agitation of 
his mind was thrown into a fever^ 
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which soon put a period to his life. 
Another of our British monarchs, 
having heard that the heir-apparent 
of his crown, with many of the no- 
biUty, was drowned in the passage 
from Normandy, was never after seen 
to smile, and became subject to a 
fixed and incurable depression. The 
Hebrew king, like Henry, had a child 
who sought to wrench the sceptre 
from his hands. '' And the king was 
much moved, and went up to the cham- 
ber, and wept ; and said, O my son 
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom ! 
would God I had died for thee, O 
Absalom ! my son, my son !" But, 
intense and powerful as his emotions 
were, they yielded to the suggestions 
of reason, and reflection, and piety. 
Those who possess a large share 
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of sensibility, and are partial to se- 
clusion and pensiveness, are the 
most apt inordinately to bewail the 
loss of children, and to fedl a prey to 
melancholy. Reader, do your feelings 
and habits peculiarly expose you to 
this danger ? Set a double guard over 
yourself. A preference for long-con- 
tinued solitude, and those trains of 
thought which deceitfully soothe and 
yet sadden the heart, will sap your 
constitution, and reduce both body 
and mind to a state of pitiable lan- 
guor and debmty. There is a 
chastened sorrow which is medicinal 
and salutary ; but *' the sorrow of the 
world," as St. Paul truly affirms, 
" worketh death ;" the operation may 
not be quite so speedy, yet is alto- 
gether as sure, as a bowl of bemlock. 
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Excessive grief under bereavements 
unquestionably verifies this emphatic 
description. It has in it all the 
deadly elements of a worldly spirit. 
It perverts the designs of Providence, 
and poisons the comforts of life ; it 
wears away the animal frame, and 
weighs down the immortal mind, 
shattering the nerves of the one, and 
the faculties of the other. 

Perhaps you ask, Is it possible to 
restrain the flowings of sensibility? 
Is it practicable to prevent those per- 
nicious effects, against which you 
warn me ? It is both possible and 
practicable when the proper means 
are used in due time. What has 
been done, may again be done. Zim- 
merman, author of the well-known 
work on Solitude, was possessed 
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of most acute and tender feelings, 
and was very fond of retirement. 
He describes, in a touching manner, 
the gradual decline and death of a 
child, to whom he was strongly 
attached, and wh9se last words were, 
** To-day I shall enjoy the happiness 
of heaven." Thus says he, "I be- 
held my dear, my only daughter 
expire in my arms, at the age of 
twenty-five, after a Hngering suffer- 
ing of nine long months." His bio- 
grapher has observed, ** The feelings 
with which the afflicted parent wit- 
nessed the^ suffering and death of 
such a child 'may be comprehended, 
but cannot be described. Zimmer- 
man, however, was a Christian; he 
sought, and found, comfort from the 
doctrines yof that religion which 
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permits its votaries to hope for the 
re-union and recognition of kindred 
souls, in that happy state where they 
shall part no more for ever." 

3. Beware that you do not un- 
gratefully and obstinately put away 
from you, in this time of affliction, 
the tender assiduities and sympathies 
of friendship. 

When Jacob lamented the sup- 
posed death of Joseph, the son of 
his old age, we are informed, that 
the members of his family endea- 
voured to assuage his grief, *' but he 
refused to be comforted." In losing 
his darling, he seems to have lost 
all, and even the calm possession 
of his own soul. Filled with com- 
motion and impatience, he '* rent his 
clothes, and put sackcloth upon his 
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loins ; and he said, I will go down into 
the grave unto my son mourning." 
Watch, I beseech you, against the dan- 
ger of acting a part so unreasonable and 
80 unbecoming. Even the common 
forms and expressions of condolence 
are not to be treated with contempt, 
much less ought the well-meant and 
affectionate efforts of genuine friend- 
ship to be set at nought. Have you 
a Barnabas, a *^ son of consolation," 
stud3ring to alleviate your distress ; 
anxious to stay your drooping spirit, 
and stanch the bleeding heart ; one 
qualified and willing to open to you 
the blessings of the glorious gospel, 
and the bright hopes of immortality ? 
What, and can you fly his approach, 
or sullenly repel his kind counsels and 
cares? Do you sometimes peevishly 
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blame his very tenderness, as obtrusive 
and troublesome ? Do you cry out, 
Talk no more to me of comfort, and 
hope, and happy days yet to come : 
my comforts and hopes are all buried 
in the grave of my child ; and nothing 
remains in this world for me but 
days of mourning and tears of woe ! 
Strange infatuation ! to dash away 
the precious cordial when just held 
to your lips ; to refuse the balm de- 
signed to heal your wound, and rudely 
push from you the hand stretched 
out to minister seasonable relief! No 
pleas and pretences whatever can jus- 
tify or excuse such conduct. When 
friends and relatives, either by visits or 
letters, endeavour to mitigate and 
calm your agonized feelings, or to 
rouse you from incipient melancholy, 
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you are under strong obligations to 
acknowledge and return their bene- 
volent sympathies. 

4. Beware of giving enemies an 
occasion to blaspheme the ways of 
religion. If you are a Christian in- 
deed, you cannot be indifferent to the 
interests of Immanuel's kingdom, and 
the honour of His truth in the world. 
Now, remember that many watchful 
eyes are upon your character and 
conduct. The temper and spirit which 
you display under affliction will either 
serve or injure the cause of religion. 
Where the bonds which unite a parent 
and his offspring are broken asimder 
by the resistless hand of death, it is a 
touching spectacle to behold tender 
feeling joined with heroic fortitude, 
and the profoundest humiliation sur- 
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mounted by the dignity of evangelical 
patience. But when those who profess 
a strong attachment to the doctrines 
of Christianity are borne along by a 
torrent of grief, or sunk in despon- 
dency, on the loss of a son or daughter, 
religion is wounded in the house of 
her friends. The infidel and the 
profane scoffer cry, Where is your 
God ? Where are your boasted re- 
sources ? These saints are like weak 
wines, that, while new, ferment ; and 
when old, grow acid. Whatever they 
pretend, in the day of adversity they 
are as soft and pusillanimous, as feeble 
and fretful, as other people. If they 
believe what they assert, that their 
treasure is in heaven, why are they 
so troubled at every trivial loss? If 
death leads them to a world of perfect 
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happiness, why do they so bitterly 
lament the death of their children 
and friends ? These, and such like in* 
sinuations, are thrown out by the 
impious and profane. And will you 
then give scomers and sceptics the 
occasion they desire and seek, to deny 
the truth, and dishonour the name of 
Christ ? Will you arm them against 
a cause dear to your heart ? Can you 
bear to encourage them to turn the 
Christian profession to a mockery? 
No ; rather let your rectitude and 
purity, temperance and patience, put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish, 
and the enmity of evil men. The 
excellent Lady Brook used to say, 
" All 'my comforts below are dying 
comforts. No one creature, nor all 
the creatures that ever I enjoyed, 
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have given my mind satisfaction." 
This pious lady lost her husband, and, 
successively, each of her children. 
Her last son was drowned ; a cir- 
cumstance which aggravated the 
sharpness of the trial. Yet amidst 
these severe strokes of bereavement, 
she showed a wonderful union of 
tenderness and fortitude. No startling 
language issued from her tongue, no 
rash action blemished her conduct. 
She oflen expressed a fear lest any 
thing in her spirit, speech, or be- 
haviour, should cast discredit on re- 
ligion, and prove a stumblingblock to 
others. Her grief was gradually dis- 
persed, her cheerMness returned, 
and she went on her way rejoicing 
in the salvation of Christ. Thus we 
sometimes see those clouds which 
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for a while darkened the sky, gilded 
by the illuminations of sunset, giving 
a softened brilliance and beauty to 
the evening, unknown to any other 
part of the day. 

5. Beware that you do not offend 
God by perversely opposing his will. 
If things were at our own disposal, 
we should have always a flowery path 
and a fair prospect ; we should want 
to secure to ourselves and our families 
perpetual ease, health, and prosperity. 
But the lot appointed for us is a 
mixture of comforts and crosses. 
Sharp trials rouse into action the 
Jatent enmity of the heart. The 
foolishness of man perverteth his way, 
and his heart flghteth against the 
Lord. '*Thou hast chastised me," 
said Ephraim, *^ and I was chastised, 
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as a bullock unaccustomed to the 
yoke." " Let the potsherds strive 
with the potsherds of the earth," but 
" woe unto him that striveth with his 
Maker !" Can it answer any good 
purpose to contend with God, to 
struggle in the yoke he has imposed, 
to repine at the dispensations of his 
providence ? Can there be greater 
folly than to grapple with Omnipo- 
tence, and fight against the Holy One 
of Israel ? He has taken away the 
desire of your eyes with a stroke : 
surely it is your duty and privilege 
to say, "Lord, thy will be done." 
Follow, in this instance, the example 
of David. " His servants said unto him, 
What thing is this that thou hast done ? 
thou didst fast and weep for the child, 
while it was alive ; but when the 
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child was dead, thou didst rise and eat 
bread. And he said, While the ehild 
was jet alive, I fasted and wept : for I 
said, Who can tell whether God will 
be gracious to me, that the child may 
live ? But now he is dead, wherefore 
should I fast ? Can I bring him baek 
again ? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me." It has been made 
a question, how we are to understand 
the last clause of this remarkaUe 
passage. "I shall go to him," does 
not, in my judgment, signify, I shall 
rest in the grave, but, exist in the 
world of spirits with him. There is 
nothing animating in the idea of . 
descending to the cold and diU'ksQme 
tomb, where we may say " to cor- 
ruption, Thou art my father: to 
the worm, Thou art my mother, and . 
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my sister." But the hope of the royal 
mourner, expressed in the words 
ahove recited, was one which power- 
fully interested and consoled him« 
** Can I bring him back again V* No. 
When our relatives and friends have 
once passed into the invisible state, 
they cannot be recalled. The truth 
is obvious and trite, but the practical 
conclusion to be drawn from it is im- 
portant. To harass and vex our minds 
about events which are unalterably 
fixed, is as foolish and absurd as it is 
impious and refractory. Our most 
anxious thoughts will not change the 
course of things, or the counsels of 
Infinite Wisdom by which they are 
guided ; our stormy passions reverse 
none of Jehovah's high decrees. We 
may prefer midnight to the noon-day, 

G 
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and spread the black colouring of 
despair over the chequered scenes of 
life, but this is not likely to improve 
our lot. Nay, petulance and im- 
patience amidst trying events, is un- 
questionably a species of rebellion 
against God. It provokes his dis« 
pleasure, and draws down heavier 
chastisements than those we feel. On 
the contrary, an entire acquiescence 
in the appointments of Providence, is 
conformity to the best precepts and 
examples. '' Rest in the Lord, and 
Wait pi^ently for him.*' " Let them 
that suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keeping of their 
souls to him in well doing, as unto a 
faithful Creator." " I know, O Lord, 
that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
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me." •* I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content." 
Nor let it be supposed that edifying 
examples of this kind are found no- 
where but in Scripture. "I am in 
some disorder," said Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, writing to a friend, " by 
reason of the death of a little child^ ^ 
a boy of mine, that lately made us very 
glad ; but now he rejoices in his little 
orb, while we think, and sigh, and long, 
to be as safe as he is." The humility 
and pious resignation here expressed 
with such affecting and beautiful sim- 
plicity, are worthy of your imitation. 
Have you an infant son or daughter 
recently taken from this troubled scene, 
to move, and shine, and rejoice, in its 
little orbit, amid celestial luminaries ; 
and can you repine and complain ! 
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It is possible, indeed, that the case 
above referred to and yours may not 
be exactly parallel: perhaps your 
child was advancing or advanced to 
maturity. You may not have had 
clear evidence of that personal reli- 
gion which, as regards adults, is the 
only preparation for future bliss. 
Even in these circumstances you 
must not venture upon rash con- 
jectures. There are some secrets in 
the Divine administration, which our 
dim faculties cannot penetrate ; some 
depths which our short line and 
plummet cannot fathom. But of this 
we may rest perfectly assured, the 
Judge of all the earth will do right. 

Having offered a few words of 
warning, I will now proceed to give 
you some general advice. It is not 
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enough to know what we should 
shun ; it is equally necessary to un- 
derstand what we should follow. 

1. Consider the various relations 
in which you stand, and the duties 
that rise out of those relations. 

You are a hushand, or a wife ; and 
the most sacred and endearing of all 
earthly ties still continues unbroken. 
Important duties belong to the con- 
jugal union, and they cannot be 
neglected without incurring guilt and 
entailing misery. You are yet per- 
haps a father, or a mother; and, 
though some of your children are 
gone down to the grave, others of 
them remain, whose welfare requires 
your vigilance and care. You are 
imperatively called upon to provide 
for them, to educate them, to lead 
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them in the way they should go^ 
guard them from the fascinations of 
folly and vice, and urge them to the 
pursuit of wisdom, and the practice 
of virtue and holiness. And how can 
these momentous duties be discharged 
while you are secluded in solitude, 
or swallowed up in grief? Arise, 
and shake off the heaviness which 
oppresses your spirits, for you have 
work to do that demands all your 
diligence. " Duty," observes one, 
*' prompts active exertions, which 
are the surest preservatives against 
the most baneRil effects of sorrow. 
Hence some of those cases which 
seem of all the most deplorable, are 
found to be less injurious to the mind 
in their consequences, than others 
where the loss is, in appearance, 
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lighter. It is seldom that a widowed 
mother of a large and unprovided 
family is absolutely overwhelmed by 
her calamity; whereas the wealthy 
parent, deprived of a favourite child, 
frequently sinks into the palsying 
despair of melancholy." Ask your- 
self, What can I do to counsel, to 
comfort, to aid my yoke-fellow ? 
What can we together do, or de- 
vise, for the benefit of those sur- 
viving children whom the God of 
nature and providence has committed 
to our charge? How shall we best 
season their minds with religious in- 
struction, animate them to a course 
of well-doing, support them under 
troubles, and fortify them against 
temptations ? 

Should you, reader, be left a 



104 ADMONITIONS 

widow, or a widower, without on^ 
surviving child, there are still other 
relative claims and duties, which 
are not to he abandoned. Think 
of the kindred and friends with 
whom you are connected. Direct 
your attention to their circumstances, 
their wants, their difficulties and 
trials. Or, let the general relations 
and duties which grow out of hu- 
manity itself, arouse and interest 
you. Under worse than the death 
of an only son, the benevolent 
Howard took into his protection- all 
the friendless of mankind, tod was 
consoled. ** He plunged into the 
infection of hospitals to survey the 
mansions of sorrow and of pain ; to 
take the gauge and dimensions of 
misery, depression, and contempt; 
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to remember the forgotten ; to at- 
tend to the neglected ; to visit the 
forsaken; and to compare the dis- 
tresses of all men in all countries." 

2. Consider what talents are en- 
trusted to you, and how they may be 
best improved. 

Is it right — is it profitable to me- 
ditate in clouded sadness on death, 
till you lose sight of the great end 
and design of life ? Will you mourn 
the gifts you have lost, and at once 
forget the gifts you retain, and the 
solemn injunction of Him who be- 
stowed them, saying, ** Occupy till I 
come ? " Remember you are placed 
here, not to take your ease or plea- 
sure, but to honour, serve, and obey 
God. To him you are responsible 
for the use or abuse of every personal 
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and relative good, every temporal and 
spiritual mercy. His piercing eyes 
are upon you, his mighty arms are 
constantly beneath and around you. 
Be assured your deeds, your words, 
your plans, your purposes, your very 
thoughts, are all registered in his 
book. It is a small thing to be judged 
of man's judgment, but you must be 
judged of the Lord, who will both 
" bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, /and will make manifest the 
counsels of the heart." Recollect then, 
I beseech you, that your health and 
strength, your mental faculties and 
furniture of knowledge, your freedom 
of will, and power of speech, your 
time, your property, your influence, 
are all talents for which you must 
give an account ; and how are these 
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talents to be improved? Not, cer- 
tainly, by locking them up in soli- 
tude, and burying them in sloth. 
Come, then, quit your gloomy retire- 
ment, and wipe away your tears. No 
longer waste your precious opportu- 
nities of usefulness in a state of 
torpor and inaction. 

"Mix with the world, but with its wiser part, 
Nor longer give an image all your heart." 

If you are a Christian, think how 
your fellow-labourers both need and 
reasonably expect your aid. " Weep- 
ing," said Philip Henry, " must not 
prevent sowing, if we would ensure a 
joyful harvest." The cause of Christ 
calls for your cheerful services and 
ardent prayers Not an hour — ^not a 
moment, ought to be lost in sinful 
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repiningfi and useless regrets. Hasten 
to the post of duty, and, united with 
your brethren, " strive together for 
the faith of the gospel.*' 

3. Consider what are the ends to 
be answered, and the lessons to be 
learned, by this bereavement. 

Assuredly God has no pleasure in 
the infliction of suffering, for " though 
he cause grief, yet will he have com- 
passion according to the multitude of 
his mercies. ' * When the skilful surgeon 
uses the lancet and the probe, though 
he may pain and alarm the patient, 
his intention is to heal. When the 
owner of the vineyard cuts and prunes 
his plants, he has no design to kill 
them, but to make them more flou- 
rishing and fruitM. Job, in the depth 
of his adversity, said to Grod, ** Show 
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me wherefore thou contendest with 
me." And Jeremiah exclaimed, "Let 
us search and try our ways, and turn 
again to the Lord.'* Surely there 
are wise ends to be accomplished by 
affliction, but we cannot see them 
without searching, nor even then 
without a Divine Teacher to show 
them in a clear and convincing light. 
" Sanctified afflictions are spiritual 
promotions/' This aphorism, so often 
repeated by our religious forefathers, 
is not more trite than true. " Tribu- 
lation worketh patience ; and patience, 
experience ; and experience, hope : 
and hope maketh not ashamed ; be- 
cause the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost." 
Here may be seen the several steps 
of the spiritual promotion ; and the 
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highest point on this scale is assurance, 
touching the confines of heaven. 

Painful bereavements are some- 
times rendered eminently useful. The 
late Arthur Young, Esq. so distin- 
guished by his efforts to promote 
science and agriculture, was first led 
by the death of his youngest daugh- 
ter to turn his attention to eternal 
realities. He saw in a new light the 
instability of all earthly things, and 
felt the need of consolation, which he 
knew not where to find. In this state 
of mind he applied to a friend for 
counsel, frankly acknowledging his 
ignorance of God and religion, and 
begging instruction. His friend di- 
rected him to the Bible, and exhorted 
him to pray. By the blessing of God 
upon these means, he found solid and 
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permanent relief ; and the latter part 
of his life was adorned with the graces 
of Christianity. I myself have known 
several persons brought to the experi- 
mental knowledge of Divine truth, 
and others much benefited, through 
the loss of children. 

A pious and excellent woman 
speaks thus of the death of a beloved 
son: — 

**It has been the sharpest trial I 
ever felt. I hope, indeed, I have 
been able to acknowledge the sove- 
reignty of God ; and oh that my will 
were entirely resigned to the Divine 
will concerning me and mine ! I be- 
lieve there are many lessons to be 
learned by these dealings of provi- 
dence, which would be of unspeakable 
advantage to us. 
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"1. They should for ever embitter 
sin to us. * Art thou come unto me,* 
said the widow of Zeraphath, * to call 
my sin to remembrance, and to slay 
my son V It is sin, sin only, which 
hath raised these storms and troubles 
in our house. 

"2. They should be as spurs to 
urge us in the way to heaven. I am 
conscious to myself there was need of 
this affliction. I was growing remiss 
in my duty : my heavenly Father saw 
it, and, I may conclude, sent this sad 
providence to be my monitor; to tell 
me whence I had fallen, and bid me 
repent, and do my first works. 

**3. I would learn by this event, 
as long as I live, to keep my affec- 
tions within due bounds towards crea« 
ture comforts. How hard do I find it 
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to love, and not overlove ! Now, God 
is a jealous God, and will not give hig 
glory to another, and, therefore, takes 
away those objects which we turn to 
idols. 

" 4. Are our children gone befpre 
us ? This should be a means of draw- 
ing our hearts upwards' and home- 
wards. Should we not be looking 
oftener than ever to the other world ? 
It is but a little while, and all the 
things of time will be swallowed up in 
eternity ; and if we could but duly 
consider this, it is no' great matter 
whether we or ours die first, since 
we are all dying. It has been my 
constant prayer to my heavenly 
Father, that he would give us * a 
name better than that of sons an4 
daughters/ Is.a. Ivi. 5. a^d make up 
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all in himself. To him be glory for 
ever.^ — Amen."* 

Disconsolate parents ! imitate thiB 
example. Think of the ends for which 
God has seen fit to afflict you. Is it 
not to soften and mellow the stubborn 
soil of the heart, that the good seed 
of truth may take root and grow 
there ? Is it not that you may be 
refined, as silver and gold are purged 
from dross in the fiery ftimace ? How 
greatly mistaken was Jacob, when ke 
cried out, *' Joseph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and ye wiU take Benjamin 
also : all these things are against me !'* 
His irritated and anxious feelings got 
the better of his faith, and hurried 
him to draw a wrong conclusion. In 
a short time he saw that all those 

* Mrs. Houseman. 
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things which seemed against him, 
were working together fior his good. 
Learn only the lessons which the God 
of providence designs to teach, and 
your complaints will he turned to 
thanksgivings^ and your sighs to 
so&gs. 

4. Consider wherein alone true 
happiness is to he found. 

We are all naturally disposed to 
seek it in creatures, which is, in fact, 
seeking the living among the dead. 
You impatiently ask, How can this 
be ? I answer. Because they are, at 
best, uncertain and unsatisfying pos- 
sessions, like tapers, they soon bui-n 
out, if not suddenly extinguished ; 
like fair flowers, they soon fade, if 
not cut down in a moment. It is not 
possible that any created good should 
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iill the capacious and immortal mind 
of man ; yet, when these lesser lights 
expire — these perishing products dis- 
appear, how much are we dejected ! 
The venerable Bishop Hall some- 
where says, "When I ask the ques- 
tion, Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? I am ashamed of the answer 
that must be returned. What if 
property, credit, health, friends, and 
relatives, were all lost ! thou hast 
a Father, a Friend, an Advocate, a 
Comforter, a mansion, and a treasure, 
in heaven." He who is the original 
Fountain of being is the only source 
of real blessedness. Brittle vessels of 
clay, or shallow and leaky cisterns, 
disappoint our expectations. " Unless 
the mind be deeply impressed with 
the conceptions and beHef of 9 being 
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infinitely perfect and infinitely bene- 
ficenty there is not an object in nature 
to swell the emotions of love, ad- 
miration, and gratitude, to the most 
elevated and most delightful extent. 
Human excellences are too contracted 
for this purpose : they are inter- 
mingled, also, with too many imper- 
fections/' In God all attributes 
centre, which are capable of imparting 
happiness. David could say, Lord, 
" whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
and there is none upon earth that 
I desire beside thee. Although my 
house be not so with God ; yet he 
hath made with me an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and 
sure : for this is all my salvation, and 
all my desire." And was it the ex- 
clusive privilege of the sweet singer 
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of Israel to find a solace for domestic 
trouble in the mercy and faithftdnesii 
of Jehovah ? No ! Hear the prophet 
Jeremiah, at a time when his beloved 
comitry had been laid desolate, and 
his best friends and earthly comforts 
swept away by the storm of wa»T 
^* The Lord is my portion, saith my 
soul ; therefore will I hope in Imn." 
Hear the apostle of the Gentiles : 
*' For I am persuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." •* I have 
had," said Richard Baxter, " myself, 
but a little taste of the heavenly 
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pleasures, in the forethoughts of the 
blessed approaching day, and the 
present persuasions of the love of 
God in Christ ; and yet I must pro- 
fess, from that little experience, that 
there is more joy in one day in a 
state of holiness, than in a whole life 
of sinful delights." 

Reader ! can you take fast hold of 
the everlasting covenant, and look 
up to God as your portion, and to 
Christ as your salvation ? Have you 
been filled with joy and peace in 
believing the glorious gospel ? Have 
you tasted the sweets and prelibations 
of the heavenly inheritance, the first- 
fruits of the good land of promise? 
What, I ask thee, hast thou here, in 
the wilderness, to detain thee and 
possess thy heart ? Friends, parents, 
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children, die : but Jesus liveth ; and 
all his people shall soon live with hhn, 
and be like him. With such a hope, 
pains and privations, losses and trials^ 
cannot greatly move us. We learn to 
forget the past, and, piercing the yeil, 
anticipate the future. '' Forour light 
affliction, which is but for a mo- ! 
ment, worketh for us a far more ex- I 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory ; • 
while we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen : for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal." I 

5. Consider the nearness of your ! 
own death, and the necessity of being ' 
always actually prepared to hear, and 
cheerfully obey, the summons which 
shall call you hence. There is nothing 
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we are so apt to forget as our own 
mortality. Death threatens and ap- 
proaches us, yet we are secure; We 
behold the trophies of the enemy 
within the little circle of our domestic 
endearments, and yet act as if an 
immense interval divided us, and we 
were beyon4 the reach of his fatal 
dart. " O that they were wise," said 
Moses, '*that they understood this, 
that they would consider their lat- 
ter end !" Never did a dying man 
breathe out for his surviving brethren 
a more serious and suitable desire, 
a more fervent and benevolent prayer ! 
The habitual consideration of our 
latter end is our wisdom, our duty, 
our interest. When friends and re- 
lations die, do not these awfully im- 
pressive events speak to us, and 
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give an emphasis and force to the 
monitory command of Jesus, '* Be ja 
also ready?" Why, then, are we 
hlind to our own danger, and deaf to 
the warning voice of Heaven? why 
dazzled and enchanted with gaudy 
toys, entangled and oppressed with 
earthly cares ? why mourn the death 
of others, without making prepa- 
rations for our own ? Alas ! how 
fully these facts prove our fallen and 
degenerate state! Human learnings 
and profound science, cannot furnish 
a remedy to remove this deep-seated 
disorder from the soul. We need, 
and must seek, that grace which 
alone can give us an affecting view of 
the emptiness and insignificance of 
this world, and the grandeur and im- 
portance of the world to come. Lord, 
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^'so teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom." 

Bereaved parents ! you are now 
tossed on the stormy ocean of life; 
see to it, that you have a good hope 
as an anchor to the soul, and you 
will quickly join those children who 
have entered before you into the fair 
haven of eternal rest. No longer 
weep for them, but rejoice that you 
have had the honour of being in- 
strumental in bringing into the 
world, and training for a season, 
the heirs of glory. Weep not, but 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh. Pray for 
the enlightening, the refreshing, the 
sanctifying, and the sealing influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. You have 
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relative duties to discharge — talents 
to occupy — crosses to bear ; and, as 
none of these can be done in the 
languor of indolence, and the gloom 
of despondency, you must gird up 
the loins of your mind, and be sober 
and vigilant. And recollect, that 
your resources are not in your- 
selves, nor in creatures, which wither 
like the herbage of the field ; but in 
the Xing eternal, immortal,- invisiblcf 
in the Father of mercies, aiid the God 
of all comfort. To Him lift up your 
eyes, and pray that " he would grant 
you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man ; that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith ; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to 
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compreliend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that ye might 
be filled with all the fulness of God." 



THE END. 
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